CAMBRIDGE, 1879-1884
that the College Lecturers, in addition to giving lectures, should take men individually, help them with their difficulties and advise them as to their reading. I was elected on the understanding that I should take part in this work. It was optional for those who were already Lecturers. The result was that I had most of the Trinity men coming to me, and as I kept on with some men from other Colleges who were already reading with me, I had about eighteen hours a week of mathematical teaching. I was only at this work for about two years. In one Tripos I had taught five out of the first six men in the list. After saying this, I ought to acknowledge that in one Tripos, the very last man, the wooden spoon, was a pupil of mine.1 I think, however, that this was the greatest teaching triumph I ever had, for he was quite unable to follow any kind of mathematical reasoning. He could, however, learn pieces of book work off by heart, but without understanding them. I made him write out over and over again every piece of book work that was at all likely to be set in the elementary part of the Tripos until he could do them without mistake. This, however, did not make him safe, for there was no certainty that he could write out the right piece of book work in answer to a particular question, if the wording of the question differed to an appreciable extent from that to which he was accustomed. The issue became almost one of probability : if you have a number of balls, each with different numbers, and throw them at random into an equal number of holes, each hole having a number
1 The " Wooden Spoon " was, as long as the Tripos list was arranged in order of merit, the man at the bottom of the list. He was so called because it was the practice for some of the members of his College to go to the Senate House, where he received his degree from the Vice-Chancellor, and immediately after he had done so to present him with a wooden spoon, or sometimes a wooden shovel emblazoned with the arms of his College and adorned with ribbons of the College colours.
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